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SUMMARY

Owing to the high humidity and the high temperatures
in the tropics it is generally accepted that organic mat -
ter decomposes and disappears there rapidly. This is
indeed true for organic matter_lying on the soil surface
as is proved by the thin or wholly lacking litter lavers
everywhere in the tropics, However it is quite a diffe -
rent question for organic matter in the soil even in arid
regions. in a tropical soil many organic remains both
from animals and from plants can be seen, Animal remains
are e, g. arthropod skeletons (chitin), bones, eggs, fae
cal pellets, etc. Plant remains can be e, g, charcoal, -
polien, spores, wood, roots, etc.

From this muftitude only a few arbitrary pictures
are given merely to iWasﬁr’x for an often heard misunders -
tanding,
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